
CLAN MACLEAN HERITAGE TRUST
MINUTES OT'THE 20th MEETING

Held at 5 North Charlotte St, Edinburgh at 12.00 Noon
on the 9th Septemher 2004

Attendepr: Canol Allan N{aclean of Dochgarroch.
Sir Lachlan }v{aclean of }uart andM*rvern.
Lt. Col. Donald i{aclean.
Mrs FionaMaclean of Ardgom
D:. James ir{a.Lean. Treasurer.
Malcolm F lvlaclean. Secretary.

1. Apologies: Received from Marigold Maclean. Australia, captain Marcus Maclean,
Prof. Ephraim Mclean. Atlanta, and Ian Macl-ean. Nova Scotia.
2. Minutes of the lfth Meeting: Accepted by allpresent.
3. Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a. Correspondence wilh the RSPB at Traigh Ghruinaeart
James How had replied to Mac's letter confirming that the display was still in its original position
wilhin the building. Mr How also wrote that the RSPB would be improving access to the Cairn itself
by constructing a boardwalk across the ditch to the Cairn. This would be at no cost to the Trust
volunteer f€sources being used.

b. Copies of the Trust $eed.
Copies of the Deed of Trust together with ppers on the Power and Duties of Trustees, Breach of
Trust and the Trustee Investment Act 1961 will be posted with the Minutes to the recently appointed
Trustees. Action Mac.

4. Finanpes:
a CurrentPosition
The Treasurer at the meeting gave the balance on account at Sepember as f,5,200+. A Balance sheet
as at 31103/04 is attached.
Starrding Order Forms are ready for 2005.

5. Books and Archive.
a. National Archives of Scotland.
Allan had met with a Dr. David Brown at the National Archives and had discussed the 4 older
charters, one of which the 1625 M$ needs coaseryation. It xqs agreed to remove the 3 later MS and
have them digiblly copied - and then deposit them on loan with N.A.S. as suggestedby Dr Brown.
The more recent MS are to go to Tokrmory.
b. Papers at MUII Museum.
Allan has now completed the database index and transferred the remaining papers to the Mull
Museum. Loan documents from the CMHT will shortly be completed and submitted for signature by
Jean Whittaker. Approval was given far the purchase of acid-free boxes and pockets to house the
collection.
c. Kaid Sir Harry Maclean's pistol.
Lachlan had said that the pistol was antique and in fact disabled. A letter will be forthcoming to
confirm the status of the pistol. It would now be part of aa exhibitioa of the Kaid's relics in the
Museum at some later date.
e. Macquarrie archive.
Allan had been asked if the CMHT would provide acid-free boxes for the collection. The CMI{T do
not have orvnership over the papers; and Allan was to have a word with Dr Munro. It uas agreed to
cover the cost ofenvelopes but not boxes.

6. I,ibraLv.
a Monitoring Library additionc
Allan raised the questiot did the Trust know what was going into the library year on year. The Trust
was not currently made arvare of any gifts of books or g*realogies placed into the Library. Mac was
asked to request an annual update of new additions to the Maclean library and archive.
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b. Items from Marigold.
Marigold had sent u iopi. of "The Clan Maclean Association in Australia Inc. The Second Decade

1994 - 2003-, cornpiled and researched by Marigold. Also a Cedificate of Recognition presented to

Clan Maclean Families in recognition of their contribution to the Williamstown and Hobson's Bay

Community over 167 1ears. Alio a qped account of the new "Wa1l of Fame"' a series of bronze

plaques portraying famous Gippslanders. This included Allan Mclean- Fremier of victoria, who
^CM]{T" 

&**.*orut"d r.vith tiri plaque at Maffra in 2001. After being rwiewed ov* the meeting lv{ac

was asked to seld 01 the documents to the Mull museum for safe keeping'

\_

?. Genealogy:
Allan stated that he had not moved very much further with this problem since he cannot access the

Maclean.org website, Hcwever he had obtaine.d a copy of the Alasdair white article which had in

effect proclaimed a new Chief of the Macleans of Coll. This seemed highly irregular being put about

ilrder the auspices of the CMA. Allan was askedwrite to Alasdair White, in a pleasaat letter, to

challenge the content of the article with a copry of the letter going to the CMIAvia Donald'

8. Promction of the CMIIT:
rpr. rruo t"lr"a tn" poiot uuoot promoting the CMHT with perhaps a hand-out t0 those who visited

the Maclean Tent at shorryS. tvtac put forward the idea of producing a brochure, much like many other

places of interest do to promote interest. This was disCussed in the meeting, but was rejected on the

cost of putting such a piofessional leaflet into prirt. Currently the use sf the existiltg u'eb-site was

critical with the information up todate, with a current Subscription Form that can be pulled offfor

paymefi. Il would also be useful for the CMHT web-site to be designed as a sub-set of the current

Maclean.org arrangemert. Mac to lOok at how the current presentation of the CMHT on the web can

be improved.

9. Friends of CMET:
a, Current uptake
Mac reportedthat the ourrent uptake had reached 40 in total for 2004. ivlac's opinion was that the

ngure of +O wasYery eacouragiagfor contiauiag membership'

b. Apptieation Form on the Sebsite
Corrio6y the website shows the 2003 subscription form, in spite of requests for this to be put riglt in

November 2003 and JanuarY 2004'

c.2004 Benefit
Suggestioas prt forward for the ?0M were;

Heraldic katchment from Canada.

1560 Charter.
Wooden Spurtals frora Daart old wood beam.

Lead medallion from Dr:art tead.

Clansman in Highland Dress (via Marigold)
1953 London Branch Chlistmas card (via Marigqld)

Portrait of Sir Fitzroy Donald (via }vlarieol$
Duart Barony trailslation. {via lan )
Description of clearances in Ardgour. English & Gaelic. (via Fiona)

Photo of Chief uaveiling Cairn at Gruinneart-

Following some discussisn it was agreed that a digital pkotographic, special edition, of tlrc heraldic

hatchffi; of Ivlajor Gsreral Francis Maclean *om llalifax, NS, together with a scholarly report 3n

the heeldry and life work of Francis' Allan to discuss with Ian'

10. SecretAry'l Cormtnts.
F"["*i"g " ept's points, already partial discussed under promotion of the CMHT above' he

asked thJq*estion on trow ne could remii dollars to the Trust. Donald i* reply said that this situation

had been overqome ty using the currently arailable C'C. method' Which was to selrd two elmails' the

first offeringthe firsteigbtiigits of tke card, andtyp€ of car{ followed$ a s*onde/mail givingthe

last eight di-gits of the 
"l*U*ipr"s 

the expiry date-and amount to be charged Experience hadproved

to Donald that there were no problems or;rislcs inherent ia usittg lhi* system'
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11. Current Proiects.
a Piping Book (2006)

Oonata promlsed significant progress by the next meeting. He explained that therc was some 300+

tunes to be reyiewed It was felt that the possibility of financial aid miCht be forthcoming from the

Scottish Arts Council, Allan will speak to Hugh Cheape for contact names within the SAC for

Donald to make the formal approach. Lottery Funding was also to be considered but at tkis stage with

little hope of success. Total cost of this project was now estimated at [4,300. CMA had agreed an

interest free loan.

b. Lighting at Kiels (Nc Ilate)
Iain ihornber hadbeen in hospital, he had hoped to get the electricians working on the nearby

Church to quote, but this did not materialise. Separate quotes are now being obtaine4 but Iain

pointed ooithut t}1e stoaes have now been "Scheduled", and permission might be required from

Historic Scotland.

c. Piping Bursary. (200?)
The next piping bursary to be held to coincide with the 2007 gathering with an estimated f,1000

spend. Jamis mentionedthe Sean Connery Trust Fun{ whichboasted of having an educational

aspect could perhaps be contacted for possible funding. Lachlan to establish the contact and pass on

the address and names for Donaldto action.

d. Dr John Angus Mclean, Australia. (2005?)

Marigold in a *ritten report stated that this project in Australia is moving on. The plaque is to be

sildlar in design to the Inverell plaque. The casting of the plaque will be paidby the CMHT, once

cost approval is given. Mac to be contact with Marigold'

e. Brass f,,oot,Iona Abley. (2005?)

Ian Fisher, from the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monumeats of Scotland

;RCAHMSI has recently retired. It was his initiat suggestion that we pay for the restoration of the

Brass Foot, at an estimated cost of f,100. Trustees of Iona Atfrey had been haading over the building

to Historic Scotland which had created a delay and for Ian Fisher a conflict of interest.Jhe tomb has

now been identified as that of Lachlan Lubanach Maclean, fust of Duart, or fus son, rather than the

Macleod chief as stated in the guide books. The safest place for it would be in the actual matrix,

which has reCently been revealed now the altar carpet has been removed.

f. Memorial to Dr Ilector Macl,ean at frray. (2006?)

Lachlan to contAct Mrs Elwes to explain that we will not contirure with this project - and Allan to try

and find the site of Dr Hector's Glasgow house.

g. Edition of Ilr Hector Madean's Genealcgy. (2007)

ir Hector Maclean of Grrrline prepared a Genealory of the Macleans for the Genealogist Walter

Macfarlane in l134.In all there appears to be at least 10 copies, with each famr$ adding notes and

corrections to their copy. Arr new edition of this work suitably annotated with the notes and

corrections wouldbe of great value. Allan is to write to Nicholas Maclean-Bristol to explain the

project and perhaps enlist his help in gettilrg access to tlrc Crossapol version.

12. New Proiects.
a. Moy Castle, Lochbuie. [Con{idential Informationl
Jim CorbeU, the owner of the Lochbuie estate is going to make repairs to Moy Castle, the ancient

castle of the Maclaines of Loctibuie. Funding for this will first be sought from Historic Scotlan4 costs

are current$ estimated at ,350,000, with some monies being raised from clansmen' The meeting

agreed that the CMIIT would commit to the sum of f 1,000 in support. Allan to write to Jim Corbett

with this proposal.

b. General Allan Maclean of Torloisk (2007)

Allaa suggested that i1 might be an idea to commemorate Brigadier General Allan Maclean of

TorloiskltZZ S-17g77 a famous 18th century Maclean who raised the 84th or Royal Highland

emigranf Regrment and defended Quebec against General Arnold in 1775. The Trust could produce a

plaque to be placed on sofile road-side boulder at Torloisk. This could all tie in with a visit to the

house and tea in 2007.

c. Database of Ideas.
Suggestions for the data-base of ideas have come from Ian Maclean, Nova Scotia, noting Bard John

{Iinl Vtactean of Coll, Alexander Maclean Sinclair the Historian and Hon. Angus Maclean, WW2

hero and Premier of Prince Edward Island.
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He also suggestsd:
Consider marking the site at Duart where galleys and birlinns were beached along with a descriptiol
of the clan comection with these vessels. This item was seet as private to Duart castle, and for
Lachlan to decide whether or not to commemorate the possible site (which is in the 'private, part of
the grounds).

However the idea ofa Cafladian project for 2006 was considered a good one - and Ian was asked to
suggest a project in relation to Hon. Angus Maclean.
Allan suggested commemorating the Rankin school of piping at Kilbrannan.
d. Tomtrstone at Killear
A magnificent Maclean gravestone has beert discovered and it was agreed that Allan and Lachlan
should further the idea of a lew fence mund the site - and perhaps later a box over the stgne.
e. The rest ofthe list at present stands at [but not in this order of priority]:
l. Cairn at Lichlee, Isle of Mull - possibly an inscription on boulder.
2. Cairn at Knockmartin, Isle of Mull, rall1-ing place for Macleals on the west side of
3. Memorial at Glenlivet, Battle at rvhich sir Lachlan Mor took a leading part.
4. Inscription at Breacachadh Castle, Coll
5. Memorial to Hector Macleaq Ball-vgrant, Islay. The geat oral linguist.
6. Benjamin Franklin Mcl.ean. Kansas.

13. Date and Venue for lext meeting

wednesday 9th March 200s, Time: 12.00 Midday, venue: The \ffesteru clubo Glasgow.

Mull.

Ref 0424
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